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Frequently Asked Questions

Question: “If the County declares a countywide local emergency does the County's declaration provide all the immunities and emergency powers for cities that they would enjoy if they had declared the local emergency for their city themselves?"
Answer: “A Countywide local emergency encompasses both the unincorporated and incorporated areas of the County (unless specifically limited by the proclamation), and cities within that area need not independently declare the existence of the emergency; they are bound by the rules and regulations promulgated by the County pursuant to its emergency powers. See 62 Opinions of the California Attorney General, page 701.


The immunities granted under Section 8655 of the Government Code apply to cities and counties and their employees when carrying out the California Emergency Services Act, which is the authority under which the County acts when declaring an emergency. Therefore, it follows that the immunities extend to cities and their employees within the County's emergency area when the County declares an emergency.”  (03/29/00)

Question:  "Which entity has the overriding authority in the event that a City does not agree with an emergency County proclamation, resolution, etc., City or County?”


This question was asked in the following context - In the 1992 Civil Unrest, the County apparently issued several emergency ordinances, resolutions and/or proclamations, etc. which established curfews and restricted the sale of gasoline and handguns. A number of cities did not agree that the curfew and restrictions established by the County should apply to their jurisdictions, those cities may not have been experiencing effects of the unrest . Ergo, which entity has the overriding authority, the City or the County?
Answer: “I believe the first paragraph of my prior response answers your question:


A Countywide local emergency encompasses both the unincorporated and incorporated areas of the County (unless specifically limited by the proclamation), and cities within that area need not independently declare the existence of the emergency; they are bound by the rules and regulations promulgated by the County pursuant to its emergency powers. See 62 Opinions of the California Attorney General, page 701.


If the emergency is declared by the County to be countywide it applies to all cities in the County.


If the emergency does not apply countywide, the proclamation will identify those areas to which it applies.”  (04/20/00)
________________________________

Cities are encouraged to consult their local city attorney.

Questions? Contact oeminfo@lacoeoc.org





